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What is respect? More importantly, why
should we treat others with respect?

by Mr Terrence Ma

We have all heard it from our
parents and teachers. We should treat our
friends, families and teachers with respect.
For example, we should not be mean and
hurt others. We should treat others as we
want to be treated. It seems like all these
sayings have become too clichéd, but have
we ever thought of where this “should”
comes from? Why is it a “should” that we
treat others with respect? In this piece of
writing, we shall discuss “respect” from
viewpoints of different thinkers and philos-
ophers.

Aristotle was an ancient Greek
philosopher who thought about what it
meant to be a good person. One of the
central ideas of Aristotle's Ethics is that hu-
mans are creatures that can think rationally,
which are different from other animals, e.g.
lions, chimpanzees or crocodiles. Therefore,
Aristotle continued to think about what
actions are morally appropriate for humans,
for we are rational creatures. Aristotle wrote
in his book that whenever we act, we aim at
doing something good—but good deeds
are not all at the same level. Lower good ac-
tions are done for the sake of more valuable
goals, which are in turn pursued in order to
achieve still better good actions. This hierar-
chy of value cannot continue endlessly—a
life must have some ultimate goal, some-
thing that is valuable in itself and not for the
sake of anything still better. Aristotle used
the word “eudaimonia” to designate that
highest good. (“Happiness” is the standard
translation, but “well-being” and “flour-
ishing” may be closer to the Greek word'’s
meaning.) Aristotle does not say that one’s
ultimate goal should be one’s own well-be-
ing (eudaimonia) and no one else’s. On the
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contrary, he agrees that the common good
(the good of the whole community) is su-
perior to the good of a single individual.

Another philosopher that also had
an immense effect on how we should treat
others was Immanuel Kant. He was a Ger-
man philosopher who was born in the 18t
century. He published a few books on the
topic of ethics. Central to Kant’s ethical the-
ory is the claim that all people, regardless of
personal qualities or achievements, social
position, or moral track-record, are owed
respect just because they are persons, that
is, beings with rational and autonomous
minds. To be a person is to have a status
and worth unlike that of any other kind of
being: it is to be an end in itself with digni-
ty. And the only appropriate response to
such a being is respect. Moreover, respect
for persons is not only appropriate but also
unconditionally required: persons must
always be respected. Since we are all too of-
ten inclined not to respect each other, one
key element of the Categorical Imperative,
which is the supreme principle of morality
by Kant, commands that our actions ex-
press due respect for persons: “Act in such
a way that you treat humanity, whether in
your own person or the person of any other,
never simply as a means but always at the
same time as an end” As previously men-
tionedd, Kant holds that persons, as ends in
themselves, have dignity. However, to delve
deeper into the issue, what is dignity? After
interpreting Kant’s text, most researchers
would argue that dignity is a distinctive
kind objective worth that is absolute (not
conditional on anyone’s needs, desires, or
interests, and a value that everyone has an
overriding reason to acknowledge); intrinsic

Aristotle et al. (2009). The Nicomachean Ethics. Oxford University Press.
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or inherent (not bestowed or earned and
not subject to being lost or forfeited); in-
comparable and the highest form of worth
(a being with dignity cannot rationally be
exchanged for or replaced by any other
valued object, and is infinitely valuable,
rather than worth $1 or $1 trillion). Thus, it
becomes imperative that we respect the
dignity that every person has, and no one
has the rights to taint such intrinsic qualities
of humans.

However, some may argue against
the perspective of "treating others as you
wish to be treated" because there is an
underlying presumption that says "l wish
to be treated in the same way as you wish
to be treated," but how do you know how
| wish to be treated? Are my values the
same as yours? Are you not assuming, and
imposing your ideas upon me, if you treat
me the way you wish to be treated? People
usually understand, at its core, the idea is
that to deal with others with humanity,
dignity and respect, but if you don't know
what dignity and respect are for me, aren't
you in danger of not actually following the
ideals of "treating others as you wish to be
treated"? Therefore, a revision is thought
to be needed. That is, we ought to treat
others as they wish to be treated. We need
to understand what others consider to be
dignity and respect, and show that to them.
We must treat others as they would wish to
be treated, because to do so through our
own lens is to not take into account what
they consider to be respect, dignity and
humanity, it would be our own view of it.
Understanding someone else's values is
tough, but ultimately totally worthwhile.
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It seemed that the r/place (2022) that we
had covered in the last issue had received a
certain amount of popularity, especially the
"Can you find...?" section. Let's not forget the
2017 version, and we have another challenge
for you!
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